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HARD. adj. [jjeajVb, Saxon-, liard, Dutch ] 

i. Firm ; refilling penetration or reparation; not foft; not eafy 
to be pierced or broken. 

Repofe you there, while I to the hard houfe. 

More bard than is the ftone whereof ’tis rais’d; 

Which even but now, demanding after you. 

Denied me to come in. Shakefpeare's King Lear. 

5. Difficult; not eafy to the intellect. 

Some difeafes, when they are eafy to be cured, are hard to 
be known. Sidney , b. ii. 

The hard caufes they brought unto Mofes j but every finall 
matter they judged themfelves. Ex. xviii. 26. 

When hard words, jealoufies, and fears. 

Set folks together by the ears. Hudibras, p. i. 

’Tis hard to fay if Clymene were mov’d 
More by his pray’r, whom (he fo dearly lov’d. 

Or more with fury fir’d. Drydcn. 

As for the hard words, which I was obliged to ufe, they are 
either terms of art, or fuch as I fubftituted in place of others 
that were too low. Arbuthnot. 

3. Difficult of accomplifhmcnt; full of difficulties. 

Is any thing too hard for the Lord ? Gen. xviii. 14. 

Poffefs 

As lords a fpacious world, t’ our native hcav’n 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great atchiev’d. Milton's Par. Lojl, b. X. 

Long is the way 

And hard, that out of hell leads up to light: 

Our prifon ftrong. Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. ii. 

He now difeerned he was wholly to be on the defenfive, 
and that was like to be a very hard part too. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Nervous and tendinous parts have worfe fymptoms, and 
are harder of cure, than flclhy ones. IVifetnan on Inflammation. 
The love and pious duty which you pay, 

Have pafs’d the perils of fo hard a way. Dryden's AEn. 

4. Painful; diftrefsful; laborious. 

Rachael travelled, and {he had hard labour. Gen. xxxv. 16. 

Worcefter’s horfe came but to-day ; 

And now their pride and mettle is afleep, 

Their courage with hard labour tame and dull, 

That not a horfe is half, of himfelf. Shakejp. Henry IV. 
Continual hard duty, with little fighting, lefl'ened and di- 
minilhed his army. Clarendon, b. viii. 

When Sebaftian weeps, his tears 
Come harder than his blood. Dryden's Don Sebajhan. 

A man obliged to hard labour is not reduced to the neceffity 
of having twice as much victuals as one under no neceffity to 
work. Cheyne's Phil. Prine. 

5. Cruel; oppreffive; rigorous. 

The bargain of Julius 111 . may be accounted a very hard 
one. Browns Vulgar Errours , b. iii. c. 23. 

Whom fcarce my fheep, and fcarce my painful plough, 1 
The needful aids of human life allow ; > 

So wretched is thy fon, fo hard a mother thou. Dryden. ) 
If you thought that hard upon you, we would not refufe 
you half your time. Dryden’s Jnvcn. Dedication. 

It will be a loft to all thofe, who have their eftates in money, 
of one third of their eftates; which will be a very hard cafe 
upon a great number of people. Locke. 

No people live with more cafe and profperity than the fub- 
jeCts of little commonwealths ; as, on the contrary, there are 
none who fuffer more under the grievances of a Laid govern¬ 
ment than the fubje&s of little principalities. Addifon. 

Rough ungovernable paffions hurry men on to fay or do 
very hard or offenfive things. Atterbury s Sermons. 

To find a bill that may bring punifhment upon the inno¬ 
cent, will appear very hard. Swift. 

6. Sower ; rough; fevere. 

What, have you given him any hard words of late ? Shah. 

7. Unfavourable; unkind. 

As thou lov’ft me, do him not that wrong. 

To bear a hard opinion of his truth. Shakefpeare. 

Abfalom and Achitophcl he thinks is a little hard on his 
fanatick patrons. Dryden's Fables , Preface. 

Some hard rumours have been tranfmitted from t’other fide 


the water, and rumours of the fevereft kind. 

8. Jnfenfiblc; untouched. 

If I by chance fuccced 
In what I write, and that’s a chance indeed, 

Know I am not fo ftupid, or fo hard, 

Not to feel praife, or fame’s deferv’d reward. Dr yd. Perf. 
Cy. Unhappy; vexatious. 

It is a very hard quality upon our foil or climate, that fo 
excellent a fruit, which profpers among all our neighbours, 
will not grow here. Temple. 

jo. Vehement; keen; fevere; as, a hard Winter. 

11. Unreasonable; unjuft. 

It is a little hard , that in an affair of the laft confequence to 
the very being of the clergy, this whole reverend body 
■ Should be the foie perfons not confulted. Swift. 

It is the hardejl cafe in the world, that Steele (hould take 
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up the reports of his faCticn, and put them off as additional 
fears. s . 1 

12. Forced; not eafily granted. 

If we allow the firft couple, at the end of one hund A 
years, to have left ten pair of breeders, which is no hard fu 
pofition; there would arife from thefe, in fifteen bunded 
years, a greater number than the earth was capable of. Buna 

13. Powerful. 

The ftag w£s too hard for the horfe, and the horfe flies c 
fuccour to one that’s too hard for him, and rides the one i 
death, and outright kills the other. L'Ejlrange's Fables 
Let them conlider the vexation they are treafuring up f 0 j 
themfelves, by ftruggling with a power which will be always 
too hard for them. Addifon's Freehold! 

A difputant, when he finds that his adverfary is too hard 
for him, with flynefs turns the difeourfe. IVatts 

14. Auftere; rough, as liquids. 

In making of vinegar, fet veffels of wine over againft the 
noon fun, which calleth out die more oily fpirits, and ltaveth 
the fpirit more four and hard. Macon’s NaturalHifim. 

15. Harfh; ftiff; conftrained. 

Others, fcrupuloufiy tied to the practice of the ancients, 
make their figures harder than even the marble itfelf. Dryden. 

His diCtion is hard , his figures too bold, and his tropes; 
particularly his metaphors, infufferably (trained. Dryden. 

16. Not plentiful; not profperous. 

You have got a famous viClory: there are bonfires decreed; 
and, if the times had not been bard, my billet fhould have 
burnt too. Dryden's Spanijh Fr^ar. 

17. Avaricious; faultily fparing. 

Hard. adv. [bardo, very old German.] 

1. Clofe; near. 

Hard by was a houfe of pleafure, built for a Summer re¬ 
tiring place. Sidney. 

They doubted a while what it fhould be, ’till it was call up 
even hard before them ; at which time they fully faw it was a 
man. Sidney. 

A little lowly hermitage it was, 

Down in a dale hard by a foreft’s fide, 

Far from refort of people that did pafs 
In travel to and fro. Fairy Queen, b. i. 

Scarce had he faid, when hard at hand they fpie 
That quickfand nigh, with water covered. Fairy Queen. 
When thefe marfbal the way, hard at hand comes the 
mafter and main cxercife. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

Abimeleck went hard unto the door of the tower, to burn 
it with fire. Judg. ix. 52. 

Hard by a cottage chimney fmokes, 

From betwixt two aged oaks. Milisn: 

2. Diligently; laborioufly; inccffantly; vehemently; ear- 
neftly ; importunately. 

Geneura rofc in his defence, 

And pray’d fo hard for mercy from the prince. 

That to his queen the king th’ offender gave. Dryden. 
An ant works as hard as a man who {hould carry a very 
heavy load every day four leagues. Addifon s Guardian . 

Whoever my unknown correfpondent be, he prelfo turd 
for an anfwer, and is earned in that point. Atterbury. 

3. Uneafily; vexatioully. , 

When a man’s fervant (hall play the cur with him, look 
you it goes hard. Shakef. Two Gentlemen <f / erona. 

4. Vehemently; diftrefsfully. _ 

The queftion is hard fet, and we have reafen tououbt. bn. 
A ftag, that was hard fet by the huntfmen, betook himfclt 
to a ft all for fanftuary. L'Efrange. 

5. Fall; nihibly. 

The Philiftines followed hard upon Saul. 2 So. xxxi. - 
The wolves feampered away as hard as they could dm c. 

L’Ef range s Fableu 

6. With difficulty; in a manner requiring labour. 

Solid bodies forefhow rain, as boxes and pegs ot vvooo 
when they draw and wind hard. Bacon's Natural nijUry 

7. Tempcftuoufly; boifteroufly. . , 

When The North wind blows hard, and it rams fadly," 
but fools fit down in it and cry; wife people defend them 
againft it. Taylor's Rule of living hoy. 

Ha'rdbound. adj. [hard and bound.] Coftivc. 

Juft writes to make his barrennefs appear, 

And drains from hardbound bnins eight lines a year. F 
To Ha'rdes. r.n. [from hard.] To grow hard. 

The powder of loadftone and flint, by the addition** ** 
of*eggs and gum-dragon, made intopaftc, will m a 
harden to the hardnefs of a Hone. Bacon's IStAura J 
To Ha'rdf.n, v.a. [from hard.] 

1. To make hard; to indurate. •, 

Sure he, who firft the paffage try’d, / 

In harden'd oak his heart did hide, j 

And ribs of iron arm’d his fide. 

Who tempted firft the briny flood. 

A piece of the hardened marl. 

2. To confirm in effrontery; to make impudent. 

3. To confirm in wkkednefs* to make obdurate. g ut 
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Fut exhort one another daily, left any of you be hardened 
through the dcceitfulnefs of fin. Hebr. iii. 13. 

He ftiftened his neck, and hardened, his heart from turning 3. 
unto the Lord. 2 Chro. xxxvi. 13. H 

It is a melancholy confideration, that there Ihould be feveral 
among us fo hardened and deluded as to think an oath a proper 
fubjedl for a jeft. Addifon's Freeholder. 

4. To make infenfible; to ftupify. 

Our religion fets before us not the example of a ftupid 
ftoick, who had by obftinate principles hardened himfelf 
againft all fenfe of pain ; but an example of a man like our- 
felves, that had a tender fenfe of the lead differing, and yet 
patiently endured the greateft. Tillotfon’s Sermons. 

Years have not yet hardened me, and I have ah addition of 
weight on my fpirits fincc we loft him. Srvift to Pope, 

j. To make firm ; to endue with conftancy. 

Then Ihould I yet have comfort ? yea, I would harden iriy- 
felf in forrow. Job vi. 1 o. 

One raifes the foul, arid hardens it to virtue; the other 
foftens it again, and unbends it into vice. Dryden. 

Ha'rdener. n.f. [from harden.] One that makes anything 
hard. 

Hardfa'voured. adj. [hard and favour.] Coarfe of feature; 
harlh of countenance. 

When the blaft of war blows in your ears. 

Stiffen the finews, fummon up the blood, 

Difguife fair nature with hardfavour'd looks, 

Then lend the eye a terrible afpeCt. Shakefp. Henry V. 

The brother a very lovely youth, and the fifter hard- 
favoured. L'Ejlrangi. 

When Vulcan came into the world he was fo hardfavoured 
that both his parents frowned on him. Dryden. 

Hardha'nded. adj. [ hard and hand.] Coarfe; mechanick; 
one that has hands hard with labour. 

What 3re they that do play it ? 

— Hardhanded men that work in Athens here, 

, Which never labour’d in their minds ’till now. Shakefpeare. 
^ A f R £ t i. EAn ’ n 'f' ^ard and head.] Clalh of heads ; manner 
of fighting in which the combatants da(h their heads toge¬ 
ther. 6 

I have been at hardhead with your butting citizens; I have 
routed your herd, I have difperft them. Dryden's Span. Fryar. 
Hardhearted .adj. [hard and heart.] Cruel; inexorable; 
mercuefs; pmlefs; barbarous; inhuman; favage; uncom- 
paffionate. 0 

Hardhearted Clifford, take me from the world; 

My foul to heav’n Shakefpeare's Henry VI. 

Can you be fo hardhearted to deftroy 
My ripening hopes, that are fo near to joy i Dryden. 

hJrt?^' ra C 7 3 good - nntured man, was very bard- 
hearted to his fifter Peg. Arbuthnot's Hijl. of John Bull 

Hardhe artedness, n f [from hardhearted.] Cruelfy; warn 
of tendemefs; want of compaffion. 1 

b Jtasa&F "*> h ~ «■* “ wjj» V-. 

How black and bafe a vice ingratitude is, may be feen^in 
thoft: vices which ,t is always in combination with, pride and 
bardhearudnefs, or want of compaffion C„,1 /c 

. JhrJbvruJn,/, is an efferuij i„ the charafler of aTb”- 

^ , bravest: 

He ’ d ? th fUr >' 3nd f,erce SK 

He feem d m heart to harbour thoughts unkind 

And nounffi bloody vengeance in his bitter mind. Fa. 9 u. 

r. 11 ir 1 yt ? u lave ^‘ s about you, 

Boldly affault the necromancer’s hall, 

HaW h ; r c ’ rtl da / unt i efe 
Courage; ftou^ FfCnch J 

But full of file and greed yhardiment, 

^ oTthe^^ kni S h t c °u Id not for aught be (laid. Fa Q u 
Un the gentle Severn’s feday bank, ^ 

H. S ' hand to h&L ’ 

Whl„ C ' > 0 , UI,d . ,hc bel1 P*« «f an hour 

Jnchangmg w , with grcM Gl( . ndiwcr g 

J&nWnU" d, ’ ari7i 8"”“*™ of COW. 

2 . btoutnefs; courage; bravery. Spenfer. 

if with thrice fuch powers left at home 

The nn b m ?’°; r ; Cd ’. and our nation lofe & 

• ^rkinhad^QwSiK 11 * 7 ' r f^fV ^uryV. 

,n num ber nor in the hafdine/'s and*** ° f * 1 nations > neither 
contemptible, tJs and coura 8 c of their perfons 

He has the courage of a ntlnn i Paeon's Henry VII. 

1 Locke. 


Dryden: 
Dryden. 


H A R 

Criminal.as you are, you avengeyourfclf againft fjtithar&r 
nefs of one that fliould tell you of it. Spettat.r. 

L Effrontery; confidence. 

'ardea'boured. adj. [hard and labour.] Elaborate; ftudied; 
diligently wrought. 

How chearfully the hawkers cry 
A fatire, and the gentry buy ! 

While my hardlabour’d poem pines, 

Unfold upon the printer’s lines. Swift. 

Ha'rdly. adu. [from hard.] 

X. With difficulty; not eafiiy. 

For the moft part it fo falleth out, touching things which 
generally arc received, that although in themfelves they be : 
moft certain, yet, becaule men prefume them granted of all, 
we are hardliejl able to bring fuch proof of their certainty as 
may fatisfy gainfayers, when fuddcnly and beiides expectation 
they require the fame at our hands. Hooker, b. v. f. 2. 

There are but a few, and they endued with great ripenefs 
of wit and judgment, free from all fuch affairs as might trou¬ 
ble their meditations, inftructed in the (harped and fubtleft 
points of learning; who have, and that very hardly , been 
able to find out but only the immortality of the foul. Ffookcr. 

God hath delivered a law as (harp as the two-edged fword, 
piercing the very clofeft and moft unfearchable corners of the 
heart, which the Jaw of nature can hardly , human laws by no 
means, poffibly reach unto. Hooker, b. i. 

There are in living creatures parts that riouri(h and repair 
eafily, and parts that nouri(h and repair hardly. Bacon. 

The barks of thofe trees are more clofe and foft than thofe 
of oaks and a(hes, whereby the mofs can the hardllcr iffue 
out - i Bacon's Natural Hiflory. 

Falfe confidence is eafily taken up, and hardly laid 
^ own - South's Sermons. 

The father, mother, daughter they invite; 

Hardly the dame was drawn to this repaft. 

Recov’ring hardly what he loft before. 

His right endears it much, his purchafe more. 

2. Scarcely ; fcapt; not lightly. 

The fi(h that once was caught, new bait will hardly bite. 

Fairy J Queen, b. ii. cant. 1. 

J hey are worn, lord conful, fo 
That we (hall hardly in our ages fee 
Their banners wave again. ° Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

Hardly (hall you find any one Co bad, but he defires the 
Credit of being thought good. South’s Sermons. 

The wand’ring breath was on the wing to part. 

Weak was the pulfe, and hardly heav’d the heart. Dryden. 

1 here is hardly a gentleman in the nation who hath not a 
near alliance with fome of that body. Swift 

3. Grudgingly; as an injury. J * 

If I unwittingly 

Have aught committed that is hardly borne 
By any in this prefence, I defire 

4 - Scl^lZrMy. RiM m - 

If there are fome reafons inducing you to think bard- 
y of our laws, are thole reafons demonftrative, are thev 
neceflkry or meer poffibilities only ? Hooker, Preface. 

5 * Rigorou/ly j oppreflively. ^ 

Many men believed that he was hardly dealt with. Clarend. 

th ± h Z™ n0w , P nf “ n ’ and seated bprdly enough; for 
there are fifteen dead within two years. Addifon on Italy. 

They have begun to fay, and to fetch inftances, where he 
has in many thmgs been hardly ufed. * 11 if? 

6. Unwelcomely; harflily. ^ijt. 

tbc S rI! Ch ,nformation » even from thofe who have authority over 

. 

7. Not foftly ; not tenderly; not delicately. 4 

Sow?S.d e ” anop),lbarecartll ' tobri ‘ n 

“ d D ' j m* 2£ 

Tis time my bardmouth'd courfeys to controul, 

Apt to nin not, and trangrefs the goal. 

And therefore I conclude. Drxd n't F u 

But who can youth, let loofe to vice, reftrai^ 

When once the bardnunrh’d horfe has got the rein 
He s pad thy pow’r to flop. Drvdfn'l / 

Hardness, n.f [from hard.] Bryden s Juvenal. 

1. Ounty; power of refiftahee in bodies. 

fily change its figure. hole does ,lot 

From the various comhinationc *1/•, Eotke. 
aU the varieties of die bodies formed ha PP cn 

taftc, fmcll, hard/iefs, and fnerifirk ^ f thcm > ,n colour, 

2. Difficulty to be underwood P IVocdward. 

hfofram f 11 containing 

Is fo from fenfe in hardnefs, that I can S 

Make no collection of it. g ha b A , „ , , 

Shakefpeare s Cymbeltnt. 

3- Difficulty 
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